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_ "Ba 
The Reverend CLERGY 


Of the 


Archdeaconry of S VF FO K. 


Reverend Brethren, 
HE deſire you were pleaſed to ex- 
preſs upon my Viſitation, of ſeeing 


in print what I then delivered from the 
Pulpit, was an Honor that I had little rea- 
ſon to expect, and what the ſlender merit 
of the Performance would in no wiſe have 
entitled me to. Give me leave therefore to 
 <onfider1 it, as an n inſtance of your profound 


regard 


ö 
1 
| 
F 


v DE DIC AT ION. 
regard to the appointment of that great 


and good Prelate, our late moſt worthy 


Dioceſan; whoſe paternal care and indul- 
gence, during the whole time that He pre- 
ſided over us, you ſo feelingly mentioned 
and ſo thankfully acknowledged, that I 

ſhould not do Juſtice to you, if I did not 
bear this public Teſtimony to the deep 
Senſe which you profeſſed to have of His 
Lordſhip's goodneſs ; nor to myſelf, if I did 
not as openly teſtify the warmeſt Reſent- 


Y ments of a grateful Mind, as for that con- 


_tinued ſeries of favorable regards which He 


has ever ſhewn me, from my firſt Admiſſion 


into the Loa: ſo in particular for 


that diſtinguiſhing Mark of His eſteem, 
with which His Lordſhip was pleaſed to 


honor me, by putting me in a Station 


that makes me bear fo near a relation 


* 


to you. 


I 


DEDICATEFON: 


I am very ſenſible how difficult it is to 
maintain with decency a Character, that 
places me in ſo public a point of View; 
and that too of Perſons ſo much abler than 
myſelf, to go through with reputation the 
Duties of the Archidiaconal Function. Yet 
I hope and am perſwaded from your oblig- 
ing Behaviour to me, that you will not 
only readily concur with me in every in- 
ſtance, that may promote the Credit of our 
moſt holy Profeſſion ; but give me your 
advice and aſſiſtance, upon difficult points 


that may ariſe in the execution of my 
Office. 


I am the more confirmed in an early Pre- 
ſage of our future Agreement, from your 
ready Approbation of the moderate Prin- 
ciples advanced 1n this Diſcourſe, and your 
conſequent Attachment to our happy Con- 

ſtitution 


vi DEDICATION. 


ſtitution, the Support and Bulwark of our 


Civil and Religious Liberties. That this 
Agreement may always ſubſiſt between us, 
without any interruption, is, my Reverend 


| Brethren, the moſt earneſt requeſt, and 


will be the hearty endeavour of 
Your very aſteckionate 
and moſt obedient Servant 
Caius College, * 
Ag. 1. 1748. 


HENRY GOOD ALI. 


THE 
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ATTENDING: 


A proper bra of the MINISTRY. 
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2 Cor. v1. 3. 


: Groing no o Mense i in any thing, that the Miniſtry 
be not Piamed. 


U c H is the Weight a Im 1 of the 
Miniſterial Office, that whether we conſider 
the Preparations neceſſary to qualify us for it, or the 
Difficulties attending it, or the conſequent good or 
evil Effect it muſt have upon Society, as we behave 
ourſelves properly or improperly in the execution of 
it; they will each of them afford us ſufficient mat- 
ter of Caution and Circumſpection in our facred 
Function: and all of them together cannot fail of 
enforcing, in the ſtrongeſt manner, the neceſſity of 
ſpending our whole Time, of devoting all our 
Thoughts, and exerting every Power and n 
that GOD has given us, in the Diſcharge of it. 


WITH regard to the firſt of theſe points, the Qua- 
lifications required to prepare us for this facred Office; 
it 
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it is not in this as in other Profeſſions, where a com- 


petent Skill in thoſe branches of Knowledge which 


more immediately concern them, may be ſufficient 


to exempt Men from the Charge of Ignorance inthoſe 
Profeſſions, or perhaps carry them through them with 
figure and credit ; but we have a large field before 
us, that takes in, if not the whole Circle of Arts and 
Sciences, yet a larger portion of them than falls to 
the ſhare of any other Profeſſion whatſoever: in 
which we are by no means at liberty to expatiate or 
not at our pleafure, but where each of them calls for 


our Exerciſe and Employment,' in proportion to the 


ſtrength of our natural Abilities, and to ſuch Helps 
and Advantages as Providence has kindly thrown in 
our way. | 


A Critical Skill in the learned Languages, where 
it may be had, is of very great uſe; but a moderate 
degree of Knowledge in them is abſolutely neceſſary, 
to unlock thoſe ſacred Repoſitories of Divine Truths, 
which are the Rule and Meaſure of our Faith and 
Practice. For though the World in general may well 


be excuſed the trouble of coming at this Key of 


Knowledge, as they may ſafely confide in thoſe 
Tranſlations that are given us of the Scriptures ; yet 
nothing can be ſaid to excuſe Their Neglect, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to open and .expound them, if They 


take not due care to improve upon That Founda- 


tion, which has been laid in them by an ingenuous 
Education. | 


A 
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The Duties of the Miniſtry. 9 
A Knowledge in Hiſtory ſeems no leſs uſeful and 
expedient ; that thence we may be able to ſhew how 
this Ark of GOD, which contains fo precious a Trea- 
{ure of Divine Truths, has failed down the Stream of 
Time without ſuffering conſiderably in its paſſage. 
It is farther uſeful, as we ſhall thereby be furniſhed 
with an eaſy Explication of ſuch Phraſes and Ex- 
preſſions, as are drawn from the Uſage and Cuſtom 
of antient Times; and more clearly underſtand the 
Doctrines illuſtrated by Alluſions to them. 


AND, as the Infidelity and Scepticiſm of the pre- 
ſent Age call us frequently back to the Proof of thoſe 
Principles, on which Religion muſt reſt; ſo the 
Study of Nature, and of thoſe general Laws by 
which the World is maintained in the Order and 
Harmony that reſult from them, is of principal uſe 
to confront the bold and inſolent Charges too fre- 
quently thrown out againſt the Providence of GOD 
in the Government of it. As is likewiſe a ſtrict exa- 
mination of the Principles of Moral Science, and the 
Agreement of theſe with the Precepts of the Goſpel, 
to obviate the Objections of Men of perverſe and 
ſceptical Minds, who read the Scriptures with no 
other view but to find fault with them; and are fo 
obſtinately bent to oppoſe the Progreſs of the Chriſtian 
Inftitution, that they ſcruple not to make thoſe ex- 
cellent Refinements on the Morals of the Heathens, 
to be met with in the Goſpel, their principal Head 
of Accuſation againſt it. 

B „ -- 
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BUT I forbear to enlarge upon Topics, on which 


indeed I might well have been excuſed ſaying any 
thing at all, before ſo learned an Audience, were it 


not that my Subject led me to it, as an Argument 
to enforce our application to theſe Studies, that we 


may always be prepared 20 give to them that ask us, 
a Reaſon of the Faith and Hope that is in us; and 
thereby avoid that Confuſion in ourſelves, and Scan- 
dal to our Profeſſion, which our Ignorance muſt pro- 


duce: and may moreover be qualified (if occaſion 


ſhall require it of us) to enter the Liſts with our Ad- 
verſaries, zo fight the good Fight of Faith, and be- 
come Champions and Combatants for the Chriſtian 
Cauſe. | 


I procede therefore to conſider the Difficulties at- 


tending us in the execution of our Office; which are 
great and manifold. For though it is not now (GOD 


be thanked!) as in the primitive Ages of the Church ; 
when all who embraced the Faith of CHRIST, had 
little better to expect than to ſuffer Perſecution for 


it; and when the Preachers and Publiſhers of it 
were almoſt ſure to ſeal the Truth of it with their 


| Blood; yet the Duties of our Function, if they bear 
not fo threatning an Aſpect, are ſuch as will call for 


an inceſſant Labor and Watchfulneſs in the Diſ- 


charge of them. To inform the Ignorant, reduce the 
Wandering, and reclame the Obſtinate, is a Work 

that will require much Thought and Study, to fur- 
YE niſh 
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The Duties of the Miniſtry. 11 
niſh us with proper Materials, and enable us to exe- 
cute it effectually; a great deal of Skill and Addreſs 
in the management of theſe, that the Word of GOD 
thus preached by us may not be barren and un- 
fruitful; and moreover, a good degree of Patience 
and Perſeverance, that we may not too ſoon be diſ- 
couraged, if the Return of our Labors ſhould be 
greatly diſproportionate to the pains we have taken. 


TO convince the Underſtandings of Men, and 
ſhew them what they are to believe and practiſe, is 
perhaps no difficult Atchievement with the bulk of 
Mankind: A thorough Knowledge of the Scriptures, 
and a Readineſs at quoting them, may be ſufficient 
to induce their Belief in the Fundamental Points of 

a Chriſtian's Faith; but to influence the Heart, and 
fix the Affections, is not ſo much the Work of the 
Cloſet. For this, we muſt ſtudy Men as well as 
Books, and look into the Springs and Motives of 
Human Actions; that thence we may be able to 
ſtrike the more effectual Blow at their Follies and 
Vices. 


AND as the Tempers of Men are very different, 
ſo do they require a different Treatment from us: 
Thoſe of a ſofter Mould are more eaſily wrought 
upon by a perſwaſive Eloquence ; by ſetting before 
them the ſuperior Advantages of Virtue and Reli- 
gion, and ſhewing them the agreement of the Pre- 
* of CHRIST, with the Duties that flow from our 
B 2 _ rational 
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rational Nature and ſocial Ca pacity : Whilſt others 


there are of a Frame leſs tender and delicate; who | 


require a rougher Handling, and are not to be a- 
wakened to a ſenſe of their Duty, but by alarming 


their Fears, with the Danger of their preſent ſecure 


and careleſs ſtate. 


GREAT regard is likewiſe to be had to the Pre- 
judices of thoſe, who divide and ſeparate themſelves 
from us. Theſe are not to be overcome at once: 
Education has given them a deep Root, which muſt 
lirſt be looſened by the gentler methods of Perſwa- 
ſion and Kindneſs, by doing them every office of 
Friendſhip that lies in our power, and ſhewing all 
good will to the Priviledges and Indulgences which 
the Law has granted them; and then we may hope, 
after giving ſuch evident marks of a friendly diſpo- 
ſition towards them, to heal that Schiſm in the 
Church occaſioned by them, which ſtill continues 
to marr and ſpoil the glorious Work of the Refor- 
mation. Nay, if aſter all theſe generous Overtures, 
they remain ſtiff in their Opinions, and obſtinate in 
their Prejudices, we muſt however bear with them, 
and wait for other opportunities of bringing them 
over; when perhaps by a long trial and experience 
of our blameleſs Behaviour to them, they may at 
length be won by our good Converſation, to enter- 


tain likewiſe a ſavorable 1 of the Cauſe we 
eſpouſe. 


BUT 
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BUT, if it thus concerns us to behave with Cau- 
tion, towards thoſe that are without the Pale of our 
National Church, it is ſurely our Duty, in a more 
eminent and eſpecial manner, to avoid all Occaſion 
of Offence to thoſe of the ſame Communion w 

us. Theſe have put themſelves more immediately 

under our Guardianſhip and Direction, and there- 
fore may very well expect from us all that pious 
care and tender regard for their Spiritual Welfare, 
which we can poſſibly ſhew them. As their proper 
Paſtors, we are not only to feed and inſtruct them; 
but to watch over them with a godly jealouſy, and 
to keep them from being drawn aſide by the Speci- 
ouſneſs of Error, or the prevailing Influence of 


Faſhion and Cuſtom, from a right Faith and ſober 
Behaviour. 


THE more effectually to ſecure this defirable End 
of all our Labors, we ſhould ſet before them in our 
own Lives and Converſations an exemplary Pattern 
for them to copy after. We ſhould go before them 
in the practice of all Chriſtian Duties; that by giv- 
ing them ſo fair a Specimen of our own Sincerity, 
in the Belief of thoſe Principles which. we preach 
and inculcate to them, we may fix their Faith on a 
firmer Baſis, and give it a Foundation too ſteady to 
be moved with every wind of Doctrine, and cunning 
Craftineſs wherewith-the Adverſary lies in wait to 
deceive them. Example cannot fail to recommend 


and 
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and enforce the Exerciſe of Chriſtian Duties, be- 
yond the power of Argument; as This muſt often- 
times excede the Reach of common Hearers, whereas 
That is a ſenſible Proof, which is level to every Ca- 
pacity. There is no one but can ſee and feel the Evi- 
dence, which a good Life muſt afford to the Sancti- 
ons that enforce it; and the Eſteem it commands 
will always be ſure to promote an Imitation of it, 
as we are naturally biaſſed in favour of the kind and 
beneficent, who are conſtantly doing good Offices 
to us, and are inſenſibly led to copy the Manners 
and Behaviour of thoſe we love. 


AND this Diligence we are obliged to give to the 
ſeveral Duties of our Function, as the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of GOD; whoſe 
Office it is to diſpenſe to the various Parts of the 
Houſhold. their due Share of Labor and Proviſion, 
as the Exigencies of the Family ſhall require; as En- 
baſſadours, to whom is committed the Word of Re- 
conciliation ; and as Paſtors of the Flock of CHRIST, 
who have the Charge and Care of them, and muſt 
give an exact account of the Management of ſo im- 5 
portant a Truſt, when the Great Shepherd and Bi- 
ſhop of our Souls ſhall appear to take cognizance 

thereof; that we may do this wir Foy, and not with 


E 


1 
.Grief. 4 . 
BUT ve are further bound to be careful 25a. be g 

al 


Miniſtry be not blamed through any negle& in our 
Office, 
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Office, on account of the ill Efett which this may 
have upon Society. For there is a cloſe and intimate 
Connection between the Church and the State; and 
this Alliance between them calls for our particular 
Attention to the Safety and Security of the latter. 
The public Proviſions that are made for our Sup- 
port and Maintenance bind this Duty ſtill ſtronger 
upon us; and engage us not only to pray for its Wel- 
fare and Proſperity, but to uſe our beſt Endeavours 
to promote them. And what is fo likely to ſecure 
the Welfare of it, as the Practice of Virtue and Reli- 
gion? or who ſo able to encourage the Exerciſe of 
theſe, as an Order of Men ſet apart by their ſacred 
Office for the Inſtruction of others? and who for 
this purpoſe are exempted from thoſe ſecular Cares, 
which employ the reſt of the World. As the Peo- 
ple are 70 ſeel the Law at their Mouth, ſo if this be 
properly enforced by a grave and prudent Behavi- 
our, it will eme with the greater weight upon their 
Minds, and be very likely to produce that univerſal 
Righteouſneſs, which the Prophet aſſures us exalteth 
a Nation. 


ON the other hand, if They, * Duty it is to 
miniſter in holy things, and who are by their Office 
as it were ſequeſter'd from the World, and from the 
Buſineſs and Pleaſures of it, do nevertheleſs fo entan- 
gle themſelves with its Cares, as to loſe their Weight 
and Influence with the People; they thereby betray 
that 
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that Truſt which was repoſed in them, and become 
Debtors to the Public. | 


HERE then ariſes an additional Argument with 
us, to avoid all occaſions of Offences ; that we may 


be the better able to diſcharge the Obligations we 


are under from our public Support and Mainte- 
nance, to promote the Intereſt and Welfare of that 
Community, which has made ſuch proviſion for us, 


NOR is it merely a Natural Duty which we owe 
to the State, and a ſuitable Return for the Favor 
and Countenance it affords us; our Religion like- 
wiſe bears a friendly diſpoſition towards it : Not 
only as Religion corrects and moderates our Paſſi- 
ons, and thus puts the Knife to thoſe redundant E- 
normities, which, without this care to prune and 
check them, would prove the Annoyance of its Quiet; 
but as it ſtrongly recommends and encourages thoſe 
Virtues, which are immediately productive of its 

Welfare and Felicity; that Humility and Mo- 
deſty, that mutual Forbearance and Charity and 
Love to each other, which ſo largely contribute to 
promote the Peace and Order and Harmony of 
every Society. 

THIS is that mild and gentle Spirit ſo friendly 
to the State, which the Goſpel breaths forth in al- 


moſt every page of it, and makes it the indiſpenſa- 
ble Duty of its Miniſters to ſpread and propagate. 


And 
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And could Men in general be brought to this Tem- 
per of Mind, there would be little occafion for Hu- 
man Conſtitutions and Appointments to hold them 
together ; but as the Depravity of our Nature ren- 
ders it too fit a Soil for the Growth of thoſe blacker 
and fouler Paſſions of Diſcontent, and Envy, and 
Jealouſy ; and demonſtrates the abſolute Neceſſity 
of Civil Government to curb and reſtrain their Power, 
and prevent the Inconvenience that would follow, 
if theſe were once permitted to range at large with- 
out controul or oppoſition; ſo Chriſtianity, that it 
might not be wanting to countenance and ſupport 
it, requires of its Followers to ſubmit to every Ordin- 
ance of Man; and that not merely to avoid the 
Sword of Juſtice, which however the Magiſtrate 
beareth not in vain; but from a Senſe of the Duty 
we owe Him, as GOD's Vicegerent and Miniſter. 


" THIS Duty we of the Clergy are commanded to 
preſs upon the People, as that which they are too 
apt of themſelves to overlook and neglect. Put them 
in mind, ſaith the Apoſtle, 70 be ſubject to Principa- 
lities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to be ready to 
every good Work, that may advance and promote the 
Good of the Community. There is a ſtrange Per- 
verſeneſs in Human Nature, which diſpoſes Men to 
cavil and objec to every thing which they have not 
the Direction of themſelves; and this Diſpoſition is 
in nothing ſo obſervable, as in the Oppoſition _ | 
5 C they 
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they give to Public Meaſures. How ready do we 
find them upon all occaſions to arraign and con- 
demn them, and this under the cover of a Zeal for 
Liberty | But if Order and Government be the beſt 


means of ſecuring our Liberties, by tying up the 


Hands of Men of ſuch turbulent Spirits as are moſt 
likely to invade them; it cannot, ſurely | be a pru- 
dent Step to leſſen the Characters of Thoſe, who 
have the Direction and Management of Public Af- 
fairs; but on the contrary, to eſteem them highly 
ourſelves, and to encourage this Eſteem in others: 
For our Behaviour under them, will of courſe in a 
good meaſure depend upon our Opinion of them; 
and if we cannot be brought to think well of them, 


we ſhall hardly pay them that chearful obedience, 


to which they are entitled. 


AND hence appears the Neceſſity of inſtilling 
into the Minds of the People committed to our 


Care, Principles of Loyalty and Allegiance to their 


Sovereign ; and of preſſing them with every argu- 
ment that can poſſibly encourage their Subjection 
to their lawful Superiors: that thus the Wheels of. 
Government may move on freely and without mo- 


leſtation, when Men of every Rank and Degree un- 


der it, are diſpoſed to pay an Obedience to it abt 
for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake : when they look 
upon every Civil Conſtitution as the Appointment 
of Providence, and conſider the Powers that be, as 


— _ IEF Af Ind oy 


Te Duties of the Miniſtry. 19 
ordained of GOD; and from this Conviction of the 


Origin of them, are inclined to yield them a rel:gi-. 
ous Obedience and Submiſſion. 


THIS Diſpoſition will be the more confirmed 


and improved in them, when they ſee theſe Inſtruc- 


tions exemplified in our own Conduct. And there- 
fore, That which,-among many other Arguments, 
ſhould induce us to expreſs with a becoming 
Warmth and Earneſtneſs the Duty and Affection, 
which we owe to the beſt of KINGS, and our zea- 
lous Attachment to the moſt excellent of Conſtitu- 
tions, is the Influence which ſuch a Behaviour can- 
not fail of having upon others ; when they ſee us in 
our Practice ſo ſteadily adhere to the Opinions and 
Principles we profeſs. 


BUT what is of the greateſt Importance, and de- 
ſerves molt to be weighed and conſidered by us, is 
our Behaviour and Conduct amongſt ourſelves. For 
here we act in a diſtin& and ſeparate Body; and 
being as it were detached from the other Parts of 
the Community, like a City upom a Hill, we have 
the Eyes of the World upon us: for which reaſon, 
it concerns us to be more particularly cautious in the 
regulation of our Actions, that by them we give no 


Juſt Exception to our Brethren ; who will be, as we 


find by that propenſity in them to cenſure and con- 
demn one another, but too apt to take exception on 
the ſlendereſt Pretences. As they may very __ 


1 expect 
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expect to ſee a more exact Conformity to the Pre- 


cepts of CHRIST in the Lives of Thoſe, whoſe Pro- 


feſſion it is to open and explain them to others; 
they will be more than commonly curious and in- 
uiſitive after them; and either deſpiſe us for the 
Faults and Blemiſhes they obſerve, or draw them 
into Imitation. On both which accounts it behoves 
us to be always on our guard, and behave with 
ſuch Neglect and Indifference to worldly Pleaſures, 
with that mutual Charity and Forbearance to one 


another, and ſuch Submiſſion to our Spiritual Supe- 


riors ; as in every Duty public and private, and in 


eyery relation which we bear to Them and to each 


other, to become fit Examples to the ſeveral Flocks, 
over whom the good Providence of GOD has made 
us Orerlcers, 


e 


